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BANARAS 


Banaras or Kasi is magnificently situated on the banks 
of the holy Ganga where it bends out in a curve for 
about four miles. The city lies midway between Delhi 
and Calcutta and has a population of about 400,000 and 
it numbers among its inhabitants peoples of almost 
all the States of India. Its architectural ensemble, 
formed by stone embankments, steepy flights of stair- 
way leading to the ghats, and a superb array of stately 
buildings is quite impressive, and one cannot fail to 
be enchanted by the view of the city from Malaviya 
Bridge. 


HISTORY 


Banaras is a very old town, being founded, 
according to the Puranas, by Kashya, the son of 
Suhotra, about 1200 B.C. It takes its name from 
Varuna and Assi, two tiny monsoon streams that wash 
the northern and southern borders of this ancient 
town. Its other name ‘Kasi’ means ‘Ever resplendent 
with Divine Light’. 


Definite historical records bear evidence to the fact 
that Kasi was one of the most flourishing states of 
India in the 6th century B.C. with Varanasi as its 
capital. In medieval times it formed part of the king- 
dom -of Kanauj, and was subsequently annexed by 
the Pala kings of Bengal. In 1194, Shahabuddin of 
Ghor ransacked Banaras, and left the city in utter 
ruins and desolation. During the reign of the Mughals, 
the name of Banaras was changed to Muhammadabad. 
Muhammad Shah, one of the later Mughal kings 
hander over the state of Kasi to Mansaram with the 
title of Raja, under the direct control of the Avadh 
court at Lucknow. Balwant Singh, son of Mansaram, 
became independent of the Avadh court and allied 
himself with the British by assisting them at the battle 
of Buxar, Maharaja Prabhu Narain Singh was award- 
ed the powers of a ruling prince in 1911. On October 


19, 1950, the state voluntarily merged in the Indian 
Union, 


CLIMATE 


Banaras is very hot in summer and very cold in 
winter, thou 


gh the temperature never falls below 47°. 
The best time to visit the city is from the middle of 
October to the middle of March. 


THE SEAT OF LEARNING 


Banaras has been a great seat of learning from 
the beginning of its history. Even today it is a centre 
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of traditional studies where students come from all 
parts of India. This ancient tradition is also furthered 
by the Banaras Hindu University founded by Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya, the great patriot and educa- 
tionist. There are some fine libraries, among them 
being the Gaekwar Library at the University and the 
unique library of the Nagari Pracharini Sabha which 
possess a large number of books on the Hindi 
language. 


A CITY OF FAIRS AND FESTIVALS 


Banaras is a city of fairs and festivals and ob- 
serves about four hundred celebrations during the 
year. This is why they say:— 

Strange is the life that Kasi leads, 
In seven days nine festive feels. 

Banaras-folk, besides, have their own merry 
festivities. They keep awake the whole night singing 
kajalis (folksongs of the rainy season) or watching the 
Ramalila performances (open-air dramatic represen- 
tations portraying the deeds of Lord Rama) that are 
staged at various places in the city from October to 
the end of February. The Durga and the Sarnath fairs 
are held in Sravana (July) and the Vedavyas fair in 
Magh, each lasting for a month; the Lakshmiji fair 
is held in Bhadrapad (August) for sixteen days, and 
the Rathayatra fair in Ashadha (July) is a colourful 
three-day carnival. During Bharatmilap day in 
Asvin (October), all the men, women and children of 
Banaras including the Maharaja attend the dramatic 
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representation of the meeting of Rama and Bharat. 
The scene is enacted on the Nati Imali grounds, and 
the entire city is in a festive mood. Holi, too, provides 
an, occasion for much boisterous mirth and festive 
sprinkling of colours. 


LIFE IN BANARAS 


Banaras is the holiest place in Hinduism, being 
particularly beloved of Lord Siva. Hindus from all 
over the country visit it in great numbers every year, 
and we can see here the inhabitants of the remotest 
parts of the land. 

Banarasis (inhabitants of Banaras) have a distinct 
mode of dress and manners. Singularly free of care 
and worry, the Banarasi can be recognised by his dhott 
and dupatta (upper garment), a red chequered kerchief 
on his shoulder, a white or red mark on his forehead 
signifying his sect, and pan in his mouth. Banaras 
is famous for its fine pan and there is hardly an inhabi- 
tant of the city who does not eat it. 

In Banaras, people sleep late and rise early. 
Temples, milk shops, pan shops, and confectionary 
shops are open late into the night, and can be seen 
doing business in the early hours of the morning. It 
is then that one sees the chanting devotees making 
their way to the sacred stream of Ganga. Having 
bathed in its waters, they proceed to Visvanatha 
Temple where resides Lord Siva the presiding deity of 
Banaras, Thousands of pilgrims and citizens can be seen 
near this and the other numerous temples of the city. 


6 


Railing pillar 

from Bharhut 

(Bharat Kala 
Bhavan) 


CENTRE OF RELIGIOUS TEACHING 


Banaras has been the traditional city of Hindu 
teaching and many sages and religious reformers have 
visited it in quest of learning and disciples. Amongst 
these can be counted almost all the great teachers 
of India including Gautama the Buddha, Sankara- 
charya, Ramanuja, Vallabha, Kabir, Nanak, Tulsidas, 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and many others. The Jains, 
too, hold this city in great reverence because four of 
their Tirthankaras were born here. 


MUSIC AND MERRIMENTS 


Banaras is also a great centre of music and other 
arts. The sweet and melodious thumari is a fine con- 
tribution of Banaras to Indian vocal music. There are 
some fine Kathak dancers here, and the tabla players 
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are justly famous. The shehnai is extremely popular 


and the greatest masters of this instrument live in 
this city. The music of Banaras can be heard during 
any of the numerous festivals that crowd the city's 
calendar. 

Banaras is also fond of wrestling and has a good 
number of well-managed wrestling rings, regularly 
attended by young men and boys for daily exercises 
and wrestling bouts. Kasi Vyayamasala and the 
Manik Vyayamasala impart regular training in 
physical exercises. The latter holds open contests in 
swimming and boating every year on the occasion of 
Ganga Dasahara which falls in June. 


AN INDUSTRIAL CENTRE 


Banaras is known the world over for its silk bro- 
cades, sarees, gold and silver cloth, gold filligree work, 
german-silver utensils, embossed brass work and 


lacquered wooden toys. Banaras sarees are a treasured 
portion of the bride’s trousseau. 


PLACES OF INTEREST 


4 Banaras has three important railway stations: 
(i) Banaras Cantonment; (ii) Kashi, on the broad 
gauge line of the Northern Railway; and (iii) Moghul 
Sarai, from where the city is a few miles. 

It is always convenient to alight at Banaras Cantt. 
station from where it is only a three minute drive to 
the Western-style hotels in the Cantonment area. 
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Durga Temple 


The most convenient way of seeing Banaras is by 
taking the southward route and visiting the places 
of interest in the following order:— 

1. Bharatmata Mandir (Temple of Mother 
India), houses a large relief map of India which is 
engraved in marble. It was built when the movement 
for independence was very strong. 

2. Bhaskaranandji ki Samadhi: Just behind Durga 
Temple lies this marble memorial commemorating 
Swami Bhaskaranandji, the great saint, yogi and 
scholar of the 19th century. 

3. Durga Temple: The fine temple and adjoining 
tank were constructed in the 18th century by Rani 
Bhawani of Natore in Bengal. A number of friendly 
monkeys wander in its precincts, expecting to he fed 
by friendly hands. 

4. Sankatamochan (deliverer from miseries) 
is a secluded temple consecrated to Hanuman. It lies 
in a small wood and has a spacious courtyard in which 
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are held sermons, recitations and other functions. This 
temple was built by the great saint-poet Tulsidas. 
Opposite is a temple consecrated to Sri ragiem cc, 
A large fair is held here every year in the month o. 

itra (March-April). A 
a po es ae University, founded by Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya covers an area of 1,100 
acres, It is one of the most important educational insti- 
tutions in the country, and is built in an architectural 
style that seeks to follow Hindu traditions. The Bharat 
Kala Bhavan which is the University museum has a 
Tich collection of Indian art and is well worth a visit. 

6. Ramanagar Palace is situated in the fort 
at Ramanagar, across the Ganga. Ramanagar is at its 
best in the month of September-October when the 
famous Ramalila performances are held. 

7. Bathing Ghats: Assi Ghat is situated at 
the confluence of the Assi stream with the Ganga. 

8. Tulsi Ghat was the dwelling place of the 
poet Tulsidas. .The Ramalila and the Kaliya-daman 
Lila depicting the victory of Krishna over the serpent 
Kaliya, are held here every year. 

9. Palace of Maharaja Chet Singh is situated 
by the river. It was from here that Maharaja Chet 
Singh crossed the Ganga to reach Ramanagar after 
having fought with Warren Hastings, 

10. Harishchandra Ghat associated with the legen- 
dary king of the same name, is a particularly sacred 
place. j 

11. Dasasvamedha Ghat: On this ghat, it is 
said, were performed ten horse-sacrifices, giving it 
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A view of the ghats 


great sanctity. The place is always crowded with 
pilgrims and during the solar and lunar eclipses the 
ghat is full to overflowing. 

12. Manamandir Observatory was built during 
the reign of Akbar by Maharaja Man Singh of Amber. 
It contains azimuthal guadrants and sexants attached 
to walls in the plane of the meridian and with it are 
measured the meridian altitudes of the stars, sun, 
moon and planets and their distances from one another 
with only the human eyesight as aid. Additional as- 
tronomical structures were built by Sawai Jai Singh 
in later times. 

13. Manikarnika Ghat: Manikarnika Ghat is 
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the most sacred ghat of Banaras. It was here that 
Parvati, the spouse of Lord Siva, lost her earring 
(manikarna). There is a small pool on this ghat and 
nearby is the cremation ground. 

14. Panchganga Ghat is another particularly 
sēd bathing place. On it is the mosgue built by 
uti gas locally known as Madhorai Ka Dharahara. 

s tall minaret dominates the sky line of the city. One 
of as collapsed suddenly a few years ago. 
kas gūtās Here are extensive archaeological 
I me au senting the remains of the ancient city 

- some very Interesting discoveries were made 


here during the mi 

e Minor excavati i 
] ons me 
time ago. ns carried out so 


16. Golden Temple 
situated in the heart of t 
history it underwent m 


of Lord Visvanatha is 
he city. During its long 
any vicissitudes, It was 
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destroyed by Qutubuddin Aibak, who converted it into 
the Razia mosque. During the reign of Akbar, Raja 
Todarmal again built a temple to Visvanatha at Gyan- 
vapi, but this too was converted into a mosque by 
Aurangzeb. The present temple was built by Maharani 
- Ahilyabai and its spire is covered with gold plating. 

17. Gyanvapi, the ‘well of knowledge’ is situated 
near the temple of Visvanatha. 

18. Queen’s College built in 1952 is a good 
specimen of neo-Gothic architecture. It was establish- 
ed in 1791 for imparting learning and is the oldest 
modern educational institution in the city. 


SARNATH 


Sarnath, a great centre of pilgrimage for Bud- 
dhists and also for Hindus and Jains, is located about 
five miles to the north of Banaras. It was here that 
Gautama the Buddha first turned the wheel of the law 
(dharmachakra parivartana) by preaching to his first 
five disciples some time in the 6th century B.C. This 
whole area was formerly called Mrigadava (Deer- 
forest) or Isipatana. Later on it came to be called 
Sarnath due to its association with the Bodhisattva 


Saranganatha (Lord of Deer). 


PLACES OF INTEREST 


Chaukhandi. This is a dilapidated stupa, and is 
said to mark the actual spot where Lord Buddha met 
the five disciples who had deserted him earlier. A 
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of the Buddha, 
A Sarnath 


deep shaft was sunk, first in 1835 and again in 1904, 
in a vain and destructive search for old relics. J 

Archaeological Museum: The Museum contains 
a large quantity of excellent sculpture.. The famous 
pillar capital of Asoka can be seen in the centre of the 
hall. The numerous Buddha images and other sculp- 
tures are unique masterpieces, 

Dhamekh Stupa. Tt is the largest surviving stupa 
in Sarnath. Some geometrical decorations of a very 
fine quality still survive on its walls. 

Mulagandha Kuti Vihara. About a furlong to the 
east of this stupa is the new Buddha temple called 
Mulgandha Kuti Vihara. It was built in 1931 by te 
ntains Buddhist relics foun 
ila, Mirpurkhas and age 
laced under the pedestal 0 
lls are decorated with scenes 


junikonda. These are p 
the Buddha image. Its wa 
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from the life of the Buddha, painted by the Japanese 
artist Kosetsu Nosu. 

Facing this Vihara is the Birla Rest House which 
also houses the offices of the Mahabodhi Society of 
India. 

Chinese Temple. It stands east of the Mulagandha 
Kuti Vihara and is built in the Chinese style. 

Jain Temple. The Jain temple was built in 1824 
and contains the image of Sriyansanath, the eleventh 
Tirthankara of the Jains. Scenes from the life of 
Mahavira, the founder of Jainism, are painted on its 
walls. 


Excavated Site. 

Excavated Site. The excavated area lies to the 
north of the Museum and includes the remains of 
votive stupas and monasteries. The Archaeological 
Department has identified the site with what was once 
the Dharmarajika Stupa of Asoka, levelled down by 
Jagat Singh in 1794. 


Banaras brocades 


Accommodation U 
Accommodation is available in the dharmasalas 
maintained by the Mahabodhi Society, the Jains and =~ 
the Burmese respectively and also at the Birla Rest 
House. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 


Airways 
Babatpur Airport, Phone: 186 
Indian Airlines Corporation, Banaras Cantt, 
Phone: 146 


Hotels 
(i) Clark's Hotel, Banaras Cantt, Phone: 173 
(ii) Hotel de Paris, Banaras Cantt, Phone: 218 


Restaurants 
(i) Central Hotel & Restaurant, Godaulia, 
Banaras City. 


Clubs 5 
(i) Banaras Officers’ Club, Baruna Bridge, 
Banaras Cantt. 
(ii) Kashi Club, Kamcha, Banaras. 
(iii) P.N.U. Club, Banaras Cantt. 
(iv) Rotary Club, Banaras Cantt. 
Travel Agencies 
(i) Indian Travel Corporation Ltd., Banaras 
Cantt: Phone: 254 
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Banks V 
(i) Allahabad Bank Ltd, Chowk, i 
Banaras Phone: 546 | 
(ii) Banaras State Bank Ltd., City = 
Branch, Chowk šā n 731 
(iii) Central Bank of India Ltd, Chowk ,, 561 
(iv) Imperial Bank of India, Baruna 
Bridge at .. ” 170 t 
(v) Uttar Pradesh Co-operative Bank, | 
Bans Phatak. y 72 
Money Changers. 
(i) Clark's Hotel, Banaras Cantt. 
(ii) Hotel de Paris, Banaras Cantt. 
Cinemas. | 
(i) Kanhaiya Chitra Mandir, Bans f 
Phatak (air conditioned) Phone: 763 
Gi) Prakash Talkies, Lahura-Bir » 719 | 
(iii) Shireen Talkies, Nai Sarak » 662 
Gv) Nishat Talkies, Godaulia „ 618 | 
Shopping Centres” 
(i) Chowk: The most important shopping cen- 
tre is the Chowk, where one can buy almost 
anything, specially Banaras silk and brocades. f 
Gyanvapi is another such centre for silks and 
brocades. y 


(ii) Thatheri Bazaar: It is a good shopping cen- 
tre for brasswares and jewellery. 
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(iii) Visvanatha Gali: It is an ideal shopping cen- 
tre for wooden toys. 


Chamber of Commerce 
(i) Banaras Chamber of Commerce 
Ltd., Bishesarganj ite axe Phone 610 
(ii) Banaras Cloth Dealers Syndicate, 


Lakshmi Chautra. tr 610 
(iii) Banarasi Cloth Mer. Chamber of 
Commerce, Lakshmi Chautra .. = 666 


Educational Institutions 
(i) Banaras Hindu University, Lanka Phone 557 


(ii) Central Hindu College, Kamcha .. „ 528 
(iii) Central Hindu Girls College, 

Kamcha j 565 
(iv) Kasi Vidyapith, Vaiyapith Road S 148 
(v) Montessori School, Rajghat E O 717 


Hospitals and Maternity Home 
(i) Child Welfare € Maternity Hospital, 


Benia Par sh Phone: 547 
(ii) Combined Military ‘Hospital; 

Banaras Cantt. T » 81 
(iii) King Edward Hospital, Kabirchaura 43 


Missions & Humanitarian Organisations 
(i) Bharat Sevasram Sangha, Sigra 
(ii) Ramkrishna Mission, Laksa 
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Tourist Information Office 
The Tourist Information Office at 15-B, The Mall, 
Banaras Cantt, (Phone: 189), run by the Government 
of India, furnishes information on travel facilities, 
hotel accommodation and places worth visiting. As- 
sistance is given in drawing up tourist itineraries. 
Tourists may obtain literature and guide books on 
India from this office. 
There are approved tourist guides attached to this 
office, who will on request accompany tourists to places 
of interest in and around Banaras. The charges are 


moderate. For details, kindly phone 189 or call at 
the: office. 
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For all tourist information please contact : 
1. Regional Tourist Officer, 
123, Queen's Road, 
Churchgate, Bombay. (Tel. 32446 & 23130) 

2. Regional Tourist Officer, 

13, Old Court House Street, 
Calcutta. 

3. Regional Tourist Officer, 

88, Queensway, New Delhi. (Tel. 42742 8: 8649) 

4. Regional Tourist Officer, 

35, Mount Road, Madras. (Tel, 86999) 

5. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
Government of India Tourist Office, 

The Bund, Srinagar. (Tel. 54) 

6. Tourist Information Officer. 

15-B, The Mall, Banaras (Tel. 189) 

7. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
16-A, Mahatma Gandhi Road, 

Bangalore. (Tel. 4505) 

8., Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
The Mall, Agra. (Tel. 377) 

9. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
Krishna Villas, Station Road, Aurangabad. 

10. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
Building of M/S Baily Brothers, 
Ootacamund. 

11. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
The Mall, Simla (Tel. 3311). 

12. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
Tourist Bureau Building, Chaurastha, 
Darjeeling. 

13. Tourist Reception & Information Officer, 
Circuit House, Jaipur. 

14. The Director, 

Government of India Tourist Office, 


19-East 49th Street. 
New York-17, N. Y. (Tel. Plaza 1-0488). 
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